
Peru

Geography

Location: Western South America, bordering the South Pacific
Ocean, between Chile and Ecuador

Area:
total area: 1,285,220 sq km
land area: 1.28 million sq km

Land boundaries: total 6,940 km, Bolivia 900 km, Brazil 1,560 km,
Chile 160 km, Colombia 2,900 km, Ecuador 1,420 km

Coastline: 2,414 km

Maritime claims:
continental shelf: 200 nm
territorial sea: 200 nm



Climate: varies from tropical in east to dry desert in west

Terrain: western coastal plain (costa), high and rugged Andes in
center (sierra), eastern lowland jungle of Amazon Basin (selva)

Natural resources: copper, silver, gold, petroleum, timber, fish, iron
ore, coal, phosphate, potash

Land use:
arable land: 3%
permanent crops: 0%
meadows and pastures: 21%
forest and woodland: 55%
other: 21%

Irrigated land: 12,500 sq km (1989 est.)

Environment:
current issues: deforestation; overgrazing of the slopes of the costa
and sierra leading to soil erosion; desertification; air pollution in
Lima; pollution of rivers and coastal waters from municipal and
mining wastes
natural hazards: earthquakes, tsunamis, flooding, landslides, mild
volcanic activity



Note: shares control of Lago Titicaca, world's highest navigable
lake, with Bolivia

People

Population: 24,087,372 (July 1995 est.)

Age structure:
0-14 years: 35% (female 4,152,520; male 4,296,293)
15-64 years: 61% (female 7,280,287; male 7,378,227)
65 years and over: 4% (female 535,156; male 444,889) (July 1995
est.)

Population growth rate: 1.8% (1995 est.)

Birth rate: 24.88 births/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Death rate: 6.84 deaths/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Net migration rate: 0 migrant(s)/1,000 population (1995 est.)



Infant mortality rate: 52.1 deaths/1,000 live births (1995 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:
total population: 66.07 years
male: 63.86 years
female: 68.38 years (1995 est.)

Total fertility rate: 3 children born/woman (1995 est.)

Nationality:
noun: Peruvian(s)
adjective: Peruvian

Ethnic divisions: Indian 45%, mestizo (mixed Indian and European
ancestry) 37%, white 15%, black, Japanese, Chinese, and other
3%

Religions: Roman Catholic

Languages: Spanish (official), Quechua (official), Aymara

Literacy:
total population: 82%
male: 92%
female: 74%



Government

Names:
conventional long form: Republic of Peru
conventional short form: Peru
local long form: Republica del Peru
local short form: Peru

Type: republic

Capital: Lima

Independence: 28 July 1821 (from Spain)

National holiday: Independence Day, 28 July (1821)

Constitution: 31 December 1993

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal

Flag: three equal, vertical bands of red (hoist side), white, and red
with the coat of arms centered in the white band; the coat of arms



features a shield bearing a llama, cinchona tree (the source of
quinine), and a yellow cornucopia spilling out gold coins, all framed
by a green wreath

Economy

Industries: mining of metals, petroleum, fishing, textiles, clothing,
food processing, cement, auto assembly, steel, shipbuilding, metal
fabrication

Agriculture: accounts for 12% of GDP, about 35% of labor force;
commercial crops - coffee, cotton, sugarcane; other crops - rice,
wheat, potatoes, plantains, coca; animal products - poultry, red
meats, dairy, wool; not self-sufficient in grain or vegetable oil; fish
catch of 6.9 million metric tons (1990)

Illicit drugs: world's largest coca leaf producer with about 108,600
hectares under cultivation in 1994; source of supply for most of the
world's coca paste and cocaine base; at least 85% of coca
cultivation is for illicit production; most of cocaine base is shipped to
Colombian drug dealers for processing into cocaine for the



international drug market, but exports of finished cocaine are
increasing

Transportation

Railroads:
total: 1,801 km

Highways:
total: 69,942 km

Inland waterways: 8,600 km of navigable tributaries of Amazon
system and 208 km of Lago Titicaca

Pipelines: crude oil 800 km; natural gas and natural gas liquids 64
km

Ports: Callao, Chimbote, Ilo, Iquitos, Matarani, Paita, Pucallpa,
Salaverry, San Martin, Talara, Yurimaguas
note: Iquitos, Pucallpa, and Yurimaguas are all on the upper
reaches of the Amazon and its tributaries

Airports:



total: 236

Defence Forces

Branches: Army (Ejercito Peruano), Navy (Marina de Guerra del
Peru), Air Force (Fuerza Aerea del Peru), National Police
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